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FEATURE

The Future is Female

The Women Who Leapt Through Time: The Representation of
Women in Sci-Fi Films is a special program running throughout
BIFAN 2018 that explores the roles of the bold, powerful kick-
ass heroines at the forefront of challenging gender limitations
on the big screen. The science-fiction genre offers bountiful
opportunities to symbolically depict oppressive situations
endured by women, while also emphasising the strength
and resourceful female protagonists who strive against such
restrictions. These women become icons in their own right and
are integral to the evolution of female representation on film.
BIFAN has selected six Sci-Fi movies that highlight such
inspirational women, beginning with the classic The Stepford
Wives (Bryan FORBES, 1975) about a group of men who seek to
replace their wives with obedient robots. Sigourney Weaver's
iconic heroine Ellen Ripley takes charge in Alien (Ridley SCOTT,
1979), as she battles against not only a patriarchal system but
a H.R. Giger's highly sexualised monster as well. Polish entry
Sexmission (Juliusz MACHULSKI, 1984) follows a group of
male scientists who awake from a long period of hibernation to
discover a world ruled by women.

The move into the 2000s begins with John CARPENTER's Ghosts
of Mars (2001), in which a security team encounter horrific
violence at a colony on the red planet. Mad Max: Fury Road
- Black and Chrome (George MILLER, 2015) follows Charlize
Theron's Furiosa battle to protect a group of women in a post
apocalyptic land ruled by a tyrant. Rounding out the program is
White Chamber (Paul RASCHID, 2017), where a Brexit-inspired
future UK in which intolerance is rife sees a woman wake up in a

room without any memory of how she arrived there.

=N

Mad Max: Fury Road - Black and Chrome

Accompanying this special program is a Female Filmmakers
Who Leap Through Time: Megatalk on Sunday July 15th, 3pm at
CGV Bucheon 7. Korean film critic PARK Hye-eun will moderate
a panel comprised of director BYUN Young-joo (Helpless,
2012), director Mitzi PEIRONE (Braid, 2018), and actress Shauna
MACDONALD (The Descent, 2005), where a discussion about
female genre filmmakers will take place.

These lauded women have left an indelible mark on cinema with
their powerful portrayals - for instance, five films in the Bucheon:
Choice program feature the Girl Power icon - and through them
the challenge for gender equality can be tackled, and won.

Simon McEnteggart

Barbara CRAMPTON's World of
Fantastic Films

Hollywood horror icon Barbara CRAMPTON will take part in
a special Megatalk on Tuesday July 17th, after the 2pm From
Beyond screening at CGV Bucheon 3. Moderated by BIFAN
programmer Thomas NAM, the renowned actress will discuss
her illustrious career which spans over 30 movies, her distaste
for the term ‘scream queen,” and working in the Hollywood film

industry.
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REVIEW

Thoroughbreds

Cory FINLEY | USA | 2017 | 92min | World Fantastic Blue

Writer/director Cory FINLEY proves himself a talent to watch with
his debut feature Thoroughbreds, a black comedy-thriller about two
affluent teens who have murder in mind. Razor-sharp quips and
sardonic moral ambiguity is in abundance as emotionless Amanda
(Olivia COOKE) reconnects with childhood friend Lily (Anya TAYLOR-
JQY) following a particularly macabre incident with a horse. Over
time Lily’s hatred for her abusive step-father becomes clear, and the
duo enlist the help of a washed-up drug dealer (Anton YELCHIN) for
assistance.

COOKE and TAYLOR-JOY are perfectly cast as the nefarious spoilt
teens. COOKE excels at delivering the hilariously disturbing and
ethically questionable dialogue with a great sense of comic timing,
while TAYLOR-JOY positively exudes an icy-cold narcissism that
belies the fraught emotions that simmer beneath. The chemistry
between them is consistently electric, particularly when they debate
moral quandaries and devise cunning plans while simultaneously
trying to figure each other out. Anton YELCHIN also provides a great
turn in his final post-humous role.

Visually, Thoroughbreds is a real treat. The camera beautifully
sweeps through the wealthy environs and almost labyrinthine
hallways in some impressive long takes, with cinematographer Lyle
VINCENT expertly conveying the trappings of the upper classes as
well as the unpredictable twists, turns and secrets the protagonists -
and the narrative - contain.

Thoroughbreds is a remarkable showcase of emerging cinematic
talent. Engaging, thrilling, and darkly funny throughout, the film is a
genuine delight.

Simon McEnteggart

|
INTERVIEW

Mai
Nakanishi

Genre enthusiast Mai NAKANISHI has been working in the film

industry since 2013, notably as an assistant director for auteur Eric
Khoo. She founded the female-centric genre festival ‘Scream Queen
FilmFest Tokyo,” also working as head of acquisitions at a company
specialising in high quality genre films. Ms. NAKANISHI makes her
short film debut with HANA.

HANA premieres in Fantastic Short Films 16.

HANA is an emotional horror story about a mother and her daughter
Hana whose relationship has gone “deadly” wrong. In HANA, you
can glance into their daily life through the eyes of a young girl who
comes to babysit without knowing the dark and tragic past the house
harbours.

What inspired you to make HANA? What themes do you wish to

convey?
HANA is loosely based on my childhood experiences. | had working

parents and felt lonely not being able to spend time with my mother.
I've added more dramatic circumstances where the mother and
daughter never connect physically and emotionally even though
they are living under the same roof. | wanted to make HANA not as a
conventional horror film but a realistic and emotional story of a family
with a working mother.

How did being a Korean-Japanese co-production benefit HANA?

Although HANA was shot entirely in Busan with a Korean cast,
people tell me the film has a unique ambience so | think being a co-
production helped us produce a ‘hybrid’ film that is different and

fresh. Simon McEnteggart
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